
 

A THANK YOU FROM CARDIOFOCUS’ CEO TO EVERYONE THAT HAD A PART IN 

MAKING HEARTLIGHT A SUCCESS 

 

As of December 2020, CardioFocus’ customers have treated over 10,000 patients with 

its revolutionary atrial fibrillation ablation technology, the HeartLight System.  

CardioFocus would like to thank you and the entire community which helped build 

CardioFocus and develop the HeartLight System. We invite you to celebrate this 

incredible milestone with us.  Over nearly two decades, our community has helped us 

achieve our dream of utilizing a unique laser technology to bring life-changing results to 

patients.  

CardioFocus was founded in the late 1990’s at the Cape Cod home of our 

inventor/founder. The company began with a small group of friends and other talented 

engineers and scientists, some of whom still work for CardioFocus today. They worked 

together to co-invent the predecessors of today’s HeartLight System. Over time, our 

current lesion generator (laser delivery mechanism) was created, which became an 

essential part of our current “laser balloon” product.  As the company grew, the addition 

of many other great employees brought unparalleled knowledge and creativity which has 

helped us evolve our product through three generations of HeartLight.  Today, patients 

are being treated with a best-in-class device, the HeartLight X3.  

With the guidance of our initial clinical and scientific advisory board in the early 2000’s, 

we developed a product ideally suited for a “one shot” approach to pulmonary vein 

isolation (PVI) for atrial fibrillation ablation. The initial enthusiasm from our clinical board 

members encouraged us to introduce an endoscope into our catheter so the procedure 

can be performed under direct visualization, and to make the balloon more compliant. 

Much of the very early pre-clinical work was conducted in the cutting-edge labs at the 

Mayo Clinic, Mass General Hospital, and the University of Oklahoma.  

As the HeartLight System evolved, many other talented scientists, researchers and 

investigators supported CardioFocus by participating in the early pre-clinical and clinical 

studies.  We are especially grateful to the Mt. Sinai team for the extensive pre-clinical 

work conducted in their lab. The results of these pre-clinical studies invariably led to first-

in-human clinical studies at Homolce Hospital in Prague.  We thank every clinical 

investigator, researcher and especially patient that participated in one of our clinical 

studies.  Along the way, we developed strong, long-term relationships with several key 

suppliers and vendors who helped us design, manufacture and supply the HeartLight 

System.   

None of these achievements could have happened without the confidence of our 

extraordinary group of investors, who believed in HeartLight and the CardioFocus 



 

employees and funded this incredible product and clinical development journey.  As an 

independently operating company, we are grateful for the direction provided by our board 

of directors, investor group and leadership team.  Their support has enabled CardioFocus 

to develop the infrastructure required to become a successful, global commercial 

company and to continue to provide high-quality products across three continents. 

HeartLight is represented globally by key distribution partners and we are indebted to our 

Japanese partner for their support and true partnership.  Our worldwide partnerships with 

electrophysiologists and their nursing and technical teams, and hospitals have been an 

absolute key in treating 10,000 patients with the HeartLight System. We thank every 

doctor, nurse, EP lab technician and hospital staff member that made the achievement of 

this milestone possible.  And last and most importantly, we thank the patients.  We 

have always been and will continue to be a patient-centric company. THANK YOU! 

We are extremely proud to continue to be part of advancing products for the treatment of 

patients with atrial fibrillation with the recent introduction of HeartLight X3.  Please visit 

our web site for more information on our 10K celebration at www.cardiofocus.com/10K.  

Thank you for being a part of our community as we celebrate HeartLight 10K & Beyond!   

 

Appreciatively, 

  
Burke T. Barrett 
CEO & President 
 
 

 

http://www.cardiofocus.com/XXXXX

